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that fur 11. The way ef -unbelier 4 28 broad, yea the way of miſchief is. 
65 ye = SANLICL man-{o ts. believe concerning Chrift , or in- 
heayt may! gran ws. AAS" nature of trac Faith; and 
© cr nraper bleſſed effects em res 272 « It iveakelikewite 16, 
miſs __ to ras a wrong yoke ſelfawill; ſelf-wiſdom, ſelf- 
inteipretation of Scriptures ). 0x eake ſtarting alide from the true yoke t: 
-but £448, haid- coming under the. yoke:of .the Ejfe, ang hard abiding on- 
dex ity. it: iBeage: miſcleaming 2* A mar may (o-mad, and ſq. 
hear, «43 ; ay brealwaysleamingy und never come to the know: 
"EC the. Tad, Never come: tothe: Fruth as it is received amd 
1 nes, but May-ſo: get and ho)d the knowledge of the Fruthy ag 
mav'in his wiſdom may gevand:holdit from the Lectes. And if a min thus 
the way, : hows. eaxthe attam the end'? If z mani dogit erin the wipe 
EF faithy)how-can he attam the Reſt which -che-trut Blith 
/ mfp Cre ds ner ekeaay nes 
roentng -how:can he-meetwith the true eaſt and reft which -isin {t; and 
which italone.can adminiſter? If a man learn: not the Truth acight' of the 
ue Teacher, how can heevertcap the effeAs of the tric knowtedpe > Ah 
Nh it -is-not enough to have 'breathings afrcs- God, nov tobe ve- 
© and induſtripus cyther in outward Ordinances; of invraid cver- 
prog an the way of the Goſpel muſt beieaſt upby God; 'and'the 
Sato by him, and daily preſeeyed by him; and muſtwalkin tho 
mhichinperherta ittowalicin, of it may mourn and cry all irs days, 
| arr en. that'tnjoyment of God and-ſarisfaRtion'in God which 
g F=w0O and crys afcer. tis onething'es mourn'afrer 4-Goſpel-ſtars;bir 
© Snathetthing to be brought into ir! by th=[Power;-' With:my heart I on: 
- thoſe that mourn after and feel the want of God, where-ever they are : 
3 But this 1;know certainly, that they can never come to the enjoyment of 
 himbutinthatliving path which the Scriptures eeſtifieob tobe z3n-himwho 
- the Life, and which his Spire is nory-found: maniſcſly leading: mts, 
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(5) Rf 
| The true knowledge of the Way, with the walking in the Way, is reſerved | 
for Gods Child, for Gods Traveller, Therefore keep in the regenerationg 
keep inthe Bizth, Be no more then God bath made thee. Give gverthine 
own willing , give over thy own running , give over. (bine 6wndefiring 
to know or to be any thing ,. and ſink down to the Seed which God ſowes 
in the heart, and let that grow in thee, and be in thee, and breath in thee; 
and a wthee ; and thou ſhalt find by ſweet iencethat the Loxd 
knows that, .and loves and owns that, and will lead itto the inberitance-of 
Erfe, which-is 1s Portion, And as thou takeft. up the Crofs10 thy (elf, and 
- fufferelt that to overſpread and become a yoke over thee, thou ſhalt be- 
| come'renexved, and enjoy Life and the Everlaſting Inheritance in that. 
2. Knew 'inmhas Light  «« te walk,, which is the Light of the Spirit. - 
Theze the Childis begatten(net un Satans Dar kneſs;or hi Transform- + 
ings into the likeneſs of + Light, which is- but Darkneſs ;-not in the-lighr - 
of mans wiſdom., ſearching. Knowledge or camprehenſion ) and-there- ir 
walks in that Light it fetcheth overy ftep and motiontarvards the Land of 
-F Life. Therefore hold no knowledge out of the Spirit, 1f any knowledge © 
concerning the-things of God be-held out of the freſhneſs of the Spirit, at 
| preſently / proves dead and wiprofiable.: The Spiricual 1/raed canoe 
cavel withour a tu Light, which Light is Eternal and incompre=- 
fble,. and-cannot be held by mans ſpirit, bur ſhinech freſh into the-rec- + 
newed Spirit every day, and ſo is dayly gathering it more- and more in- 
wards- into it- ſelf, camprehending itin ar ſelf , _ "ih 
own Purity, Cleazneſs and Brightneſs. Oh this 'is ie hath undone 'manyy * 
- - evencatching —__ fromthe Spirit, tranſplanting the Image of Divitie © 
things into the ly Principle, and there holding of them inthe Benth 
ly part, growing wiſe by them there, and making uſe of them from't 
as man ſees good,and not ſeeing a neceflity Trek on the Spir | 
© freſh Light & Life evexy day, to every ſpiritual motion. Thus (he mraveller 
” ſoon comes ts loſe the true path, and inſtead thereof travels onin"a "Rout - 
of his own wiſdoms ſorming : and ſo though he ſeems to himſelf t6 make . 
large Progrefle,yet makes no true Progreſle ar all, but is exceedingly rus * 
out afide in a by way , all which ground he muft traverſe back- again, ere. | 
he can come to the Truth of bis former State,or proceed in the true wavel; 
| F..4, Know and keep tothe Power , which alone bigak any true-Work in the 
E .- heart, which alone alſo can preſerve. it,and -which alone can” carry it on. 
;. - Chriſtwasmadea Piieſt, nor after the Law of a carnal andmenr, but 
©: afeer the Power of an endleſs life : and every (acrificer undet' hing{Wihugh 
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init, mutt be by the Power of the new Life. And ſo muſt 
learning be. As the Mafter teacheth in the Power of 
pint, the things which alone can be ſeen with the new eye, heard 
£ new car, and received into. the new heart : ſo the Scholar muſt 
.. fearn and receive his Leſſons of Life in the ſame Power. Let any Diſciple 
- of Chriſt be from under the ſhadow of the Power, believe out of the Pow- 
| Er, walk out. of the Power, aRt out of the Power ; he is from that wherein 
his Life ſtands, and wherein alone is his Preſervation, and ah, how liable 
ah - Inaghag cnn re enem ho 
4. Wac the ſelfiſh wi in every y grow in C- 
_ very Coiienal oGen, that that come net between thee and thy Life; that 
+. thatdeceive thee not with a likeneſs, a ſhadow, ng it appear more 
7 _—_y_ thy eye than the ſubſtance. Every ſtep of thy way. it will be 
: Laying baics for thee, and it is eakie for deceit to enter thee at any time, 
* andforthat wiſdom to get upin thee under an appearance of Spiritual wiſ- 
». dom, unleſs the Lord tenderly and powerfully preſerve thee : and if itpre- 
; "vail, it will lead thee from the path of the true wiſdom ; It will cozen thee 
- with a falſe faith inſtead of the true faith, with falſe praying inſtead of the 
\ breathings of the true child, with diligence and zeal 4 falſe way, in 
|. of the true zeal and diligence ; yea it will hurry thee on in the path 
” ofetror, ſhutting that eye in thee which ſhould ſee, and hardening th 
- heart againſt thy boſom-friend. And being thus deceived , thou ma 
* be as zealous in thy age and generation __ the Truth, as the Jews were 
© intheirs : and as certainly as they put Chriſt todeath, and perſecuted his 
* Apoſtles, though they cried up the former Prophets ; So certainly thou 
* Cunderthis deceit ) canſt not but a& againſt the preſent diſpenſation and 
- appearance of Chriſt's Spirit, and would perſecute either the Prophets, 
Apott #5 mp himſelf, were it their preſent day now ſe't6 appear as for- 
A _ ” = . 
3 i Let nathing judge in thee ( concerning thine own heart, or concerning 
nog any way or truth of God) but onely the begotten of God. 
= .. Ler the Light in which thou art begotten to God,” and which 
1 upon his begotten, be the onely Judge in thee, and then thou canſt 
* noterremn Judgement. Be not haſty, be not forward in Judgement, keep 
*" back _ ife, till a the appearance and openings of the Life. 
A few Reps fetched intheLife and Power of God are much ſafet and ſweet- 
;<r than an haſty progrefſe in the haſty foryeard ſpirit, | ; < rdvC4 
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ſomewhat in the heart, the hearts waiting on him for more of his Spirit, © 
and walking on with him in his Spirit, as be- pleaſeth-to quicken hy tr 
draw and tr en, this is the Spiritual and trae Religion : and there is © 
no Duty or Ordinance of the Goſpel out of the Spirit, butt is eafie crying © 
x = obſerving the likeneſs of any of them out of the Spitic, into which ty 
ervance a ſtrange ſpirit eaſily enters, and then'that which was of God in. - © 
the heart, ſoon withers, and a contrary building is raiſed, and the tate of © 
| the heart changed. Ohwait onthe Lord, that he may give you to under» 
ſtand theſe things,: for. the Apoſtacy from God is very deep, and more 
provoking among the Proteſtants than among the Papiſts , yea moſt of all 
provoking, Where it is moſt inward and Spiritual. | 
Queſt. Bus how way [ kyow and keep to the begatten of God,and tothe Light + 
| , and Power of the Lord, and keep down the fleſhly wiſdom and comprehenſion con- 
cerning the things of God ? , GIKRTTY 
Anſw. When God begets life in the heart, there is the ſavour of it im "3 
| thy veſſel, anda ſecret hving warmth and vertue, which the heart in-ſome 
- meaſure feels, whereby it is known. Lie low in the fear of -the moſt high, - 
| Hthat-this leaven may grow and increaſe in thee. This is th#leaven of the © 
"this is it which muſt change thy heart and nature, and make thy © ©! 
| V ( which perhaps hath been long and much corrupted ) fit to receive. 


the treaſuze of the Kingdom, Now while the ſavour is upon thee, while.” 
the vertueof the Life is freſh in thee, thou findeſt ſome th ds *-- 
| God, with ſome lirtle- taſte and diſcerning of the things of his Kingdoms - 
| " knowthy weakneſs, and go not beyond thy meaſure, but.in what thou haſt =>; 
- received bow before the Fulineſs, worſhip God in that, and'! jent in © + 
what he exerciſes thee withal, waiting for more from him, And whenhe : 
; Night comes upon thee, and-thou perhaps art at a loſs, miſſing the ſavour . "> 

| and preſence of the Life, and not knowing how to come by it again; Be”: 

patient and ftill and thou wilt find breathings after a freſh vifiemion, and --. 
| a meek, humble, broken ſplrit before the Lord, Thou wilt ſee thowcanſtdos 2 

| 


nothing t6recover his preſence again, nay thou canſt not ſo much a#Watt 
for him, or breath after him without his help : but he is nigh to the poor, 
nigh to the broken, nigh to the diſtreſſed, nigh to the helpleſs. Oh do not » ' 
with thy fteſhly cryes and roarings think to awaken thy Beloved before bis . 
ſeaſon;bur in the mght of diftreſs,feel after ſomewhat which may quiet and 
| Ray thy heart till the next ſpringing of the day. The Sun will ariſe, which + -: 
will ſcatter the clouds ; and he is near thee who will give thee ts hope:that ' 2 
thou ſhalt yet ſee God, & find again the quickenings & leycungs of hiy Spi= . 
fc. And in the day of his Power thou ik find Rrength to walk with ima, 3 
8 in the day of thy weaknels his grace will be ſufficient forthee, And ke... || 
vilFrorcurechee vpin his lie by his-pure ſpiric,caufing thee-togtog andere = 
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b> Sno whe divine rreafury,/ whete all the things of Life are treaſured 

; + the Spirit, and handed forth to the livi with freſh Life, acco 

- to it3need of them. And" thus thy heart 

TO fences contimally exerciſed about 
LY rake nkerdvelcn/ te cocfoyuihethe unde ta 
vyit thine own heart, Andthat which tries fpirics and motions in thine 
+ heart, "will allo give thee the diſcerning Trath and Ecror abroad, 
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ite with what is one with thy Life, what comes from the ſame 
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Sore DixECTIONS ws this PanTING-SouL, which 
hath been long trayelling in the Letter, but hath nor yet beer 
acquainted with the Power, nor hardly ſo much as entred inte 
the Miniftration of the endleſs Lite ( which is the Minifſtratior 
of the Goſpel ) that it may feel the Spring, and come to drink 
there, of the living Waters. 


MATTH. It. 28,29, 30. #s | 

Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

reſt. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for 1 am meek an 

loply in heart, and ye ſhall find reſt unto your ſouls, For my yoke ts 
eaſie and my burden is light. 


| 
& Some ſweet Meditations ſprang in my heart concermng this portion of Scripture, 
\ with breathings of ſpirit for, and rowlings of bowels towards thoſe that labour 


and are heavy laden, which I find drawings to communicate, 


N the Goſpel (which is the power of God unto Salvation) z the Souls 
reſt. It 1s the Do&tine of the Kingdom, wherein 1s Life, Joy, 
Peace, and everlaſting Reft to the Soul in God. The Law had the 
Shadow of the good things to come, but under it was not the pofſe(- 

fion of the good things themſelves, but only a labouring afrer them, and a 

i mourning and load becauſe of the want of them : bur 1n the Goſpel is the 

E. '* bltance,the Enjoyment ; Life and Immortality is there brought to Light, 

| and an Enterance miniſtred into the everlaſting Kingdom, where they ate 

felt poſſefled and enjoyed. The Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, faih'the 
fore-runner : It is come, ſaith the Meiliah : and in it there is righteouſneſs, 

i andpeace, and joy in the pure Spirit of Life, _— 

| 2, It is the will of the King of Saints, that his People ſhould enjoy the Reſt and:* 

1 FPeaceof his Gefpel. He would not have them alwayes laboutingand het- 

| »Vyladeni, as under the Law : but he would have their Souls feet arid enjoy': 
the Eaſe, the Liberty, the Sweetneſs, the pure Power and eternal Reſt of 

1 his Life, The Spirit of the Lord was upon him to preach glad Tidingstg 4 

the Meek, Liberty to the Captives, Life to the D2ad, the Opening of the* 

Priſon to the Priſoner of Hope, the Binding up of the Broken-hearted, they 


+, Pouring in-of Oyl upon the VVounded : And he would have the Soul 2 
| his People enjoy that which he came to bring them. S 457 
35.3, Chriſt hath flainly chatked —_——_—. abc... n 
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Bal, which he that walketh in — of. He hath caff up, caft xp, he hath 
wade the way plain in the Goſpel, ſo plain that the wayfaring man, though 
a fool, yet keeping to the light of the Goſpel, cannot erre therein, or miſs 
of the bleſſed reſt thereof, How is.it > Why, Come upto me ; Take my yokg 
por you, and learn of me, He that walketh in this path, cannot miſs of it : 
The reſt is at the end of it, nay the reſt isin it : He that believeth entereth 
Wnto the reſt. The true Faith, the Faith which ſtands in the Power, and 
Which is given to the birth which is borrr from above, is the ſubſtance of 
the reſt hoped for, and there is a true taſte and ſome enjoyment of it given 
to him that truly believeth. _ 
4. The reſt wgs ence felt aud enjeyed, when the Goſpel was kyown in Power, 
Believers in the firlt day of the Goſpel, before the night ovetrook that glo- 
nious diſpenſation, found Peace and Joy in Believing, yea they could Rsjoyce 
7 the Lord always, They felt the Power and the Life, which Road over all 
the Powers of darkneſs, and brought good to them 6ut of every affliction, 
and out of every temptation, and out of every diſtreſſe ; ſo that they ſtand- 
ing in the Life and in the Power which had quickened them and was pre- 
ſent with them, they could count it all joy when they fell into manifold Temp- 
tations, knowing the advantage which would accrue to them thereby, and 
eng their Souls in the purepatience,till God wrought it out for them, 
"They had an Enterance mimiſtred to them into the everlaſting Kingdom : They 
wrecerved the Kingdom which could not be ſhaken, andin it had fellowſhip wththe 
| Father and with the Son, and 11 the eternal Light the blood ran in their veſſels, 
which cleanſed them and kept them pure ; and they ſat down with Chriſt z# the 
heavenly places, even every one in the particular manſion which God had built in | 
Febem by his Spirit, The Fear of the living God was put in their hearts, The {| 
} Spirit of the Lord was within them, and there his Law was writ, and read inthe + 
Spirit, and the Treaſures of his Kingdom were opened bythe key of David in the, | 
Fees of the Spirit ; and their ſouls bad true ſatisfattion and reſt in meaſure, and |} 
were traveling on towards the fulneſs, ; 
EF, There # no reſt tothe ſoul, to be enjoyed in the Goſpel, from ander the Yoke; * 
This ftands Erernally. That which yokes down, that which would be at eaſe #2 
Land liberty out of the Life, that is the ſouls true reſt, there is no other; #% 
Fandundexghe yoks it is enjoyed, andnot otherwayes : onely, when that | 


- Which is t6 be yoked dayn is conſumed and deſtroyed, it is then no lohge. 
E a Yoke, but perfe& Liberty. But the ſame thing which is the Liberty, is® 

the Yoke :. And under the Yoke the ſweetneſs, the eaſe, the lightſomnelſs, 

the ſafe poſſeſſion of the Life is enjoyed. Mark this therefore diligently ; 

The Yoke is not one thing and the Liberty anocher, but one and the ſame, 
&The Power of God, the Life everlaſting, the pure Light, the divine Na», £8 
turcis a Yoke to the tranigrefſing Nature ; but it is the eaſe, the plea} rY 
the res ihe Joy bie peace ie naturalcenter of thatwhich. is barn. of Goy 
| | Now 


_ 


h Now to the ſoul that hath he lackings towards the Lord former] 
h " and in Whom there are yet any true breathings lefc afcet his living p 
s ſence, and after the feeling of his eternal vertue in the heart , I hay 
E this to ſay. Where art thou ? art thou in thy ſouls reſt ? doſt thou feel the v4 
tne and power of the Goſpel > doſt thou feel the eaſe which comes from the lui 

arm, to the heart which is joyned to it in the light of the Goſpel > Is thy labs 
ing for life in 4 good degree at an end ? And doſt thoy feel the life and powe 

f ; flowing in upon thee from the free Fountain ? Is the load really taken of 
N | thy back? Doſt thou find the captive redeemed and ſet free from the Power 
| fin, and the captrvity broken, and he which led thee captive from the Life a 


LOR 


”. from the eternal Power, now led captive by the Life, and by the redeeming Po 

” . which 15 eternal ? Haſt thou found this, or haſt thou miſſed of it ? Let thine hea 
6 anſwer, Ah, do not imagine and talk away the reft and ſalvation of tþ 
ll ſoul. The Goſpel-ſtate is a ſtate of ſubſtance, a Rate of enjoying the Life 
ly a ſtate of feeling the Preſence and Power of the Lord in his pure holy Sp 
[= rit, a ſtate of binding up, a [tate of healing, a ſtate of knowing the Lo 
- and walking with him 1n the light of his own Spirit. It begins 1n a fee 
P | werful touch of Life, and there is a growth inthe Life ( in the Powe 
d *1n the divine Virtue, in the Reſt, Peace, and SatisfaRtion of the Soul 
L. God) to be adminiſtred and waited for daily, Now art thou here, in tf 
#4 living Power, in the divine Life, joyned to the ſpring of Life, drawing Wi 
e ter of Life out of the well of Life with joy? Or, art thou dry, dead, bar 
% ren,ſapleſle,or at beſt but unſatishedly mourning after what thou wantefl 
de. | Well, ye that are dry, dead, barren, as it were without the Living G 

7 1 (that knowmot the ſhining of his Sun, nor the deſcending of his dews fx 
wi i on high on his tender plants, nor the care, diligence and circumſpe&tiont 
U F1 the husbandman over his husbandry.) Oh wait for the quickening vir 


for the viſitations of the day-ſpring fiom on high, that ye may be quicken 
ed again to God, that ye may nd his Life viſiting yap, bis Spirit breaths 
* apon you, that the ſeed of Jacob may be raiſed into travel gut aft 
barren ſtate, even out of this land of darkneſs, andely under Wiki 
of Death, to the Land where Life lives and flouri is 20 | Or 
reth plentiful nouriſhment and refreſhment to all nid Who 
taught to Wait for it, and to feed on it in the holy plac ot mein 
the eye of the fleſhly wiſdom, 3 
And ye who are ſtill gaſping after the living God, of 


ings of Life ſtill abide, (who remain unſatisfied invArdbyte 
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preſence of the Lord, and whole hearts fill mourn and lam 
ter him ) Oh conſider what is the matter, that ye have mourne&(FY 
-and ſought ſo long, and yet to this day are at a diſtanice from then 
| gs Lnogpger and fought after. | 33496 —_. 
1 © Strait # the gate;- narrow ts the way that {eadeth mite Joffe. Andes 
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br that find ir, The way of anbelic is a9; yea the way of miſchief is 
droad alſo,. It is eafie for a man ſo te believe concerning Chriſt , or in 

hriſt(as his heart may call it)as to miſs of the nature of the true Faith,and 
df the ſweet and bleſſed effects which accompany it. Ir is eafie likewiſe to 
iſs the yoke ( to take up a wrong yoke in the ſelf-will, ſelf-wiſdom, ſelf- 
Interpretation of Scriptures ) or eaſie ſtarting aſide from the true yoke : 
but 1t 15 hard coming under the yoke of the Life, and hard abiding un- 
derit, Again, it is cafie miſ-learning : A man may ſo read, and ſo 
Rear, as. tnat he may be always learning, and never come to the know- 
edge of the Truth, never come to th2 Truth as it is received and 
eld in Jeſus ; but may ſo get and hold the knowledge of the Truth, as 
man in his wiſdom may get and hold it from the Letter, And if a man thus 
niſs the way, how can he attain the end? If a man beyin not in the true 
aith, in the living Faith, how can he attain the Reſt which the true Faith 
alone leades to? If a man miſs of the yoke, or abide not conſtantly under 
he yoke, how can he meet with the true eaſe and,relt which 1is-in-it, and 

hich-it alone can adminiſter ? If a man learn not the Truth aright of the 
rue Teacher, how can he ever reap the effects of the true knowledge ? Ah 
poor hearts! it is not enough to have breathings after God, nor to be ve- 
y diligent and induftrious cither in outward Ordinances, orinwaid exer- 
iſes of Spirit,” but the way of the Goſpel muſt be caſt up by God, and the 
Þoul led into it by him, and daily preſerved by him, and muſt walk in the 
| th which is proper for 1t to walk in}, or it may mourn and cry all its days, 
pndnever meet with that injoyment of God and ſatisfaction in God, which 
Sc waits for and crys after. It is one thing to mourn after a Goſpel-ſtate, but 
nother thing to be brought into it by the Power. With my heart I own 
hoſe that mourn after and feel the want of God, where-ever they are : 
t this: I know certainly, that they can never come to the enjoyment of 


le fſed he his Name. | 

- Queſt, _ But how may my poor ſeul, who have long mourned, and groaned, 
| beth fich of loue after my Beloved, but could never attain to the ſatsfattory 

joyment of hins, come towalk_in this path, that ſo I may meet with and lie down 

vthat Power of Life and Salvation, which the Goſpel holds forth to the true be- 

ever, and whith I have been long ſenſible of the deep want of ? 

> Anſw, Thou that wouldft enjoy thy Beloved, and feel the Reſt of his 

2oſpel, and-walk in that Path which leads thereto, wait to learn of the Spi- 

i theſe things following. 

"x, Know what it is that is to walk in the path of Life, and indeed ts alone ca- 

able of walking therein, It is that which groans, that which mourns, that 
rich tt begotren of God in thee, The Path of Life is fox the Seed of Life, 

NM The 


is the Life, and whighthis Spirir is now found manifeſtly leading into, 


p m,but in thac living path which the Scriptures teſtifie of to be in himgvho_ - 
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. preſently proves dead and unprofitable. The® Spiritual 7ſ-ae! cannot 
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The true knowledge of the Way, with the walking-in the Way, is reſerved 
fot Gods Child, for Gods Traveller, Therefore keep in the Regeneration, 
keepin the Birth. Be n&'more then God hath made thee. Give over thine 
own willing , give over thy own running , give over thine own deſiring 
to Know or to be any thing, and fink down to the Seed which God ſowes 
in the heart, and let that grow in thee, and be in thee, and breath in thee, 
and a& in thee ; and thou ſhalt find by ſweet experience that the Lord 
knows that, and loves and owns that, and will lead it to the inheritance of 
Life, which is ics Portion, And as thou takeſt up the Croſs to thy ſelf, and 
ſufferelt rhat to overſpread and become a yoke over thee , thou ſhalt be- 
come renewed,and ney Life and the Everlaſting Inheritance in that. 

2. Know in what Light it ts to walk, Which is the Light of the Spirit, 
There the Child is begotten(not in Satans Dar kneſs,or higheft Transforms 
ings into the likeneſs of Light, which is but Darkneſs ; nor in the light 
of mans wiſdom , ſearcaing Knowledge or comprehenhion ) and there it 
walks : in that Light it fetcheth every ſtep and motion towards the Land © 
Life. Therefore hold no knowledge out of the Spirit. If any knowledge 
concerning the things of God be held out of the freſhneſs of the Spirit, '1t 


travel without a Spiritual Ligat , which Light is Eternal and incompre- 
fible, and cannot be held by mans ſpirit, but ſhineth freſh into the re- 
newed Spirit every day, and ſo is dayly gathering it more and more in 
wards into it ſelf, comprehending it in it ſelf , and preſerving it in its 
own Purity, Clearneſs and Brightnes. Oh this is it hath undone many, 
even catching at Light from the Spixit , tranſplanting the Image of Diving 
things into the Eatthly Principle, and there holding of them in the Earth 
ly part, growing wiſe by them there, and making ute of them from thencg 
as man ſees g0od,ayd nat ſeeing a neceſhty of depending on the Spirit foy 
freſh Light & Life every day, toevery ſpiritual motion. Thus the travellet 
ſoon comes to loſe the true path, and inftead thereof travels on in a Road 
of his own wiſdoms ſorming : and ſo though he ſeems to himſelf to make ; 
large Progreſſe, yet makes no true Progreſle at all, but x” exceedingly nun 
out afide in a by way , all wich ground he muft traverſe back again, ere 
he can come to the Truth of DA former State;or proceed in the true travel 
3. Know and keep te the Power , Which alone [co any true work in the 
heart, which alone alſo can preſerve it,and which alone can carry it on; 
Chriſt was made a Prieſt, *#0t after the Law of a carnal commandment , bi 
aſter the Power of an endleſs hife : and every ſacrificer under him ( whi 
every true Believer is) is ſo made by the {ame Power, ' The Powers 4 
Darkneſs are continually at hand , which nothing can Rand its grount 
d-farnſt(nuck leſs Walk 07: Jab! v) Wilh nuf jerng in that Rewer ui oy 
Þluve them The firal conn tu teri mul tein Ve Jaxer off He bb — 


they 
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thers drawing': *and no believiug afterwardsis of the true nature, nor will 
avail the ſoul iy: its progreſs and travells tgwards Life , but what 
abides in, and goes forth in the ſame Power. SORhe taking up the yoke 
and drawing in 1t, muſt be by the Power of the new Life, And ſo muſt 
the diſciples learning * be, As the Maſter teacheth in the Power of 
the Spirit, the things which alone can be ſeen with the new eye, heard 
With the new ear, and received into the new heart : ſo the Scholar muſt 
learn and receive his Lefſons of Life in the ſame Power. Let any Diſciple 
of Chriſt be from under the ſhadow of the Power, believe out of the Pow- 
er, walk out of the Power, act out of the Power ; he is from that wherein 
is Life ſtands, and wherein alone is his Preſervation, and ah, how liable 
is he then to falls, bruiſes, ſnares and temptations of the enemy. 

4. Watch againſt the ſelfiſh wiſdom, in every \tep of thy growth, and in e- 
very ſpiritual motion, that that come not between thee and thy Life; that 
hat deceive thee not with a likeneſs, a ſhadow, making it appear more 

leaſing to thy eye than the ſubſtance. Every ſtep of thy way it will be 
_ baits for thee, and it is eafie for deceit to enter thee at any time, 
and for that wiſdom to ggt up in thee under an appearance of Spiritual wiſ- 


vail, it will lead thee from the path of the true wiſdom ; It will cozen thee 
vith a falſe faith inftead of the true faith, with falſe praying inſtead of the 
dreathings of the true child, with diligence and zeal in thy falſe way, in 
Nead of the true zeal and diligence ; yea it will hurry thee on in the path 
dferror, ſhutting that eye in thee which ſhould ſee, and hardening thy 
heart againſt thy boſom-friend. And being thus deceived , thou maylt 
de as zealous in thy age and generation againſt the Truth, as the Jews were 
2 theirs : and as certainly as they put Chriſt todeath, and perſecuted his 
poſtles, though they cried up the former Prophets% So certainly thou 
{ under this decejt ) canſt not bur a& againſt the preſent diſpenſation and 
zppearance of Chriſt's Spirit, and would(t perſecute either the Prophets, 
_ OY himſelf,were it their preſent day nov ſo to appear as for- 
merly they did. 

| Lot dale in thee ( concerning thine own heart, or concerning 


in the heart, Let the Light in which thou art begotten to God, .and wich 
ſhines upon his begotten, be the onely Judge in, thez, and then thou cafiſt 
not erre in POInone. Be not haſty, be not forward in Judgement, keep 
back to the Life, ſtill waiting for the appearance and openings of” the Life. 
A few ſteps fetched in theLife 7's —_ [ - God 74. much ſafer and ſeet- 
er than an fralty progrebe in aſty forward jpirit. 

Tirdeed ins he Frue Relig t on , Bye? bod beg gmmin the work, and 
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dom, unleſs the Lord tenderly and powerfully prelerve thee : and if itpre- * 


pthers, or concerning any way or truth of God) but onely the begotten of G oth 


Wark mbbirn fir hes carrving cen. The teling of 6s ptriblegining 
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| ſomewhat in the heart, the hearts waiting on him for niore of his pa , 


avith thy flet ul cryes and roarings think to awaken thy Beloved before hy 
.. *ſeaſon;but in the 
Ray thy heart till the next ſpringing of the day. The Sun will ariſe, whis 
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and walking on with him in his Spirit, as he pleaſeth to quicken, lead, 
draw and ftrengthen, this is the Spiritual and true Religion : and there is 
no Duty or Ordinance of the Goſpel out of the Spirit, but it is eafie cryin 
up, and obſerving the likeneſs of any of them our of the Spirit, into pic | 
irmace a ſtrange ſpirit eaſily enters, and then that which was of God in 
the heart, ſoon withers, and a. contrary building is raiſed, and the ſtate of 
the heart changed. Oh wait onthe Lord, that he may give you to under= 
ſtand thele things : for the Apoſtacy from God is very deep, and more 
provoking among the Proteſtants than among the Papiſts , yea moſt of all 
provoking, Where it is moſt inward and Spiritual, | 
Queſt, But how may I kzow and keep to the begotten of God,and to the Light 
and Power of the Lord, and keep down the fleſhly wiſdom and comprehenſion con: 
cerning the things of God ? MW 
Anſw. When God begets life in the heart, there is the ſavour of it in 
thy veſlel, and a.ſecret living warmth and vertue, which the heart in ſo 
meaſure feels, whereby it is known, Lie low in the fear of the moſt high 
that this leaven may grow and increaſe in thee, This js the leaven of the 
Kingdom, this is it which muſt change thy heart and nature, and make thy 
veſſel ( which perhaps hath been long and much corrupted ) fit to receive 
the treaſure of the Kingdom, Now while the ſavour 1s upon thee, whilk 
the vertue of the Life is freſh in thee, thou findeſt ſome {trength towarg 
God, with ſome little taſte and diſcerning of the things of his Kingdom! 
know thy weakneſs, and go not þeyond thy meaſure, but in what thou hal 
received bow before the Fullneſs, worſhip God in that, and be patienti 
what he exerciſes thee withal, waiting for more from him. And when. thi 
night comes upon thee, and*thou perhaps art at a loſs, miſſing the ſavay 
and preſence of thegLife, and not knowing how to come by it againz,B 
patient andftill and thow wile find breathings after a freth viſitation, any 
a meek, humble, broken fpirit before the Lord, Thou wilt ſee thou-canſt d 
nothing to recovet his preſence again, nay thou canſt not ſo much as W 
for him, or breath after him without his help -: but he 1s nigh to the poo 
nigh to the þroken, nigh to the diſtrefled, nigh to the helpleſs, Oh do ne 


night of diſtreſs,feel after ſomewhat which may quiet ar 


will ſcatter the clouds ; and he 1s near thee who will give thee to hope tht 
thou {Raft yetſee God, & find again the quickenings & leadings-of his&p 
rit, Andin the day of his Power thou wilt find Rrength to walk withhim 
yea in the day of 'S weakneſs his grace will be ſufficient for thee; And 

Will 1 urhure Fee 21þ in hit life by hES Pu7E [Puri Cauſing Wluce 2grao 107: dew 
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and a& from thePrinciple & within the comoaſs of hisLife&Light eternal. 


[Oaly de not wiſe to catch the notions of things into the earthly part, where 
: 1 . [| 
Ithe moth can corrupt, and wiere the-thief can break through and ſteal : bur 
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know the divine treaſury, where all the things of Life are treaſured up by-- 


[the Spiritz and handed forth to the living Child with freſh Life, accorditis 
£0 its need of them. And thus thy heart being kept cloſe to God, and thy 


Spiritual ſences continually exerciſed about the things of God, it will b= 


ealie to thee to know the Shepherds voice, & to diſtinguith the ſound cf the 
Spirit in thine own heart, And that Which tries ſpirits and motions in thins 
own heart, will alſo give thee the diſcerning of Truth and Error abyoad, 
even of the Spirit of God, and the ſpirit of Satanin others, ſo thar thou wilt 
d2 able to try not onely words, but Spirits, becoming acquainted with thz 
Anointing,which ſavours all things and wilkgive thee to judge; not dy the 
Vords but by the Power : For thou thy ſelf being in the Power, in the 
Anojating, in the Sayour, it will become natural to thee to feel, to taſte, to 
know and unite with what 1s one ith thy Life, what comes from the ſame 
pirit in others,. and to turn from the contrary. And thus thy Life, thy 
Growth, thy Path will be ſweet, ſafe, cleer, cerrfin, demonſtrative in the 
Spitit, and paſt all reaſonings of fleſh and blood, either in thy ſelf or others. 
The.beginning of Life Eternal is in an higher Principle, than man can 
ome at, Man's wiſdom and knowledge of the things of GJ, is but bruit- 


& before it, As thou comelt into that Principle,abideſt and growelt in that . 


dcinciple, thou art beyond man'sjudgement, and art able to judge man, 
nd fathom his whole courſe as with a ſpan,out art quiteout oFhis teach in 
he loweſt of thy motions, thoughts or ations, I mean ſuch as flow from 


nd are comprehended in the Life. 
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Le: 77 dm Pinled jor Dolert Wilkn, et the/irn of the Black ſpreatFagtc 
enllinadmil, 17 Martrns Le Grand, 1663. 


